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SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN REACTION TO KISSINGER SPEECH MIXED 

SUMMARY: REACTION BY MOST VENEZUELAN POLITICAL LEADERS TO THE 
SECRETARY'S MARCH 1 ADDRESS ON LATIN AMERICA HAS BEEN MIXED. 
ACCION DEMOCRATICA (AD) LEADERS WERE MORE RECEPTIVE TO 
THE SECRETARY'S REMARKS BUT MOST OPPOSITION LEADERS WERE HARSH 
IN THEIR CRITICISMS. WITH THE FAR LEFT THE MOST CRITICAL. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. GONZALO BARRIOS, AD PRESIDENT AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
NATIONAL CONGRESS, COMMENTED BRIEFLY TO THE PRESS ON KISSINGER'S 
SPEECH. "THE TENDENCY OF THE LATIN AMERICANS TO EXPRESS THEIR 
CONCERNS ABOUT THEIR INDEPENDENCE BY MEANS OF A FRET .TNG OF 
OPPOSITION TO THE UNITED STATES WHICH KISSINGER DENOUNCES," 
BARRIOS SAID, "IS A LARGELY CORRECT JUDGMENT. BUT HE FAILED TO 
ADD THAT THIS ATTITUDE HAS MUCH JUSTIFICATION IN THE COURSE OF 
OUR HISTORY." 

2. JOSE ANGEL CILIBERTO, EXECUTIVE POLITICAL SECRETARY OF AD, 

SAID THAT THE CONTENTS OF KISSINGER S SPEECH CONTAINED "LARGELY 
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POSITIVE ASPECTS" IN RELATION TO THE POLICY WHICH THE U.S. 
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PLANS TO FOLLOW WITH LATIN AMERICA IN THE FUTURE, WHICH CILIBERTO 
SAID HE HOPES WILL BE PUT INTO EFFECT. HOWEVER, CILIBERTO 
THOUGHT THE SPEECH HAD PARTS THAT WERE UNCLEAR, "DEMONSTRATING 
THAT THERE STILL IS NOT A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING AT THE HIGHEST 
LEVELS OF THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT OF LATIN AMERICA S PROBLEMS AND 
ASPIRATIONS." 

3. COPEI SENTOR ARISTIDES BEAUJON FELT THAT THE KISSINGER SPEECH 
CONSTITUTED "A RECEPTIVE REPLY" TO THE VENEZUELAN POSITION 
EXPRESSED AT THE VENEZUELAN-U.S. SEMINAR IN BOSTON IN JANUARY. 

COPEI LEADER LUIS HERRERA CAMPINS COMMENTED THAT IN SOME RESPECTS 
KISSINGER "CORRECTLY ASCERTAINED THE CAUSES OF FRICTION BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES AND LATIN AMERICA BUT HE IS FAR FROM OUTLINING 
FORMULAS FOR SOLUTION." IN THE ONLY REACTION REPORTED BY THE 
PRESS TO THE SECRETARY'S STATEMENT ON CUBA, HERRERA CAMPINS SAID 
KISSINGERS BEGINNING "IS SUBJECT TO A SERIES OF SUBJECTIVE 
INTERPRETATIONS." HERRERA CAMPINS THOUGHT KISSINGER'S REFERENCE 
TO LATIN AMERICA'S VULNERABILITY TO RAPID CHANGES IN PRICE FOR 
THEIR EXPORTS CONTAINED "A HIDDEN AND SUBTLE THREAT" INSTEAD OF 
BEING "A FRIENDLY REMARK OR AN OBJECTIVE APPRECIATION OF A 
REALITY." 

4. THE COMMENT BY REPUBLICAN DEMOCRATIC UNION (URD) DEPUTY 
RAMON TENORIO SIFONTES THAT "THE UNITED STATES HAS NOT COMPREHENDED 
THAT THE OLD LATIN AMERICAN ORDER IS STEADILY CRUMBLING AWAY AND 

A NEW ORDER BASED ON A VIGOROUS NATIONALISM IS COMING INTO BEING" 

WAS TYPICAL OF MANY BY OPPOSITION LEADERS. TENORIO RJECTED AS 
"INCORRECT" KISSINGER'S "ACCUSATION" THAT LATIN AMERICA 
HAS TRIED TO DEFINE ITS INDEPENDENCE THROUGH "A CONSTANT EXPRES- 
SION OF OPPOSITION TO THE UNITED STATES." URD DEPUTY ISMENIA 
DE VILLALBA AGREED WITH KISSINGER THAT THE TIME FOR FIALOGUE 
INSTEAD OF CONFRONTATION HAS COME, "BUT NOT A DIALOGUE LIKE 
KISSINGER WANTED IN BUENOS AIRES TO PALLIATE THE U.S. FOREIGN 
TRADE LAW." 

5. CASTING ASIDE KISSINGER'S SPEECH AS "SO MUCH STRATEGIC 
SMOKE," PEOPLE'S ELECTORAL MOVEMENT (MEP) PRESIDENT LUIS BELTRAN 
PRIETO REGARDED THE SPEECH AS "A CONFESSION THAT THE UNITED 
STATES WILL MAKE COMMON CAUSE WITH ITS BUSINESSMEN AND THAT THE 
TRADE LAW EXISTS TO MAINTAIN THEIR INTERESTS." "WHEN KISSINGER 
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PROMISES A NEW DEAL," PRIETO ADDED, "LATIN AMERICAN SUSPICIONS 
ARE NOT DISPELLED WITH A DECLARATION." CONCERNING THE PANAMA 
CANAL, PRIETO SAID THERE CANNOT BE ANY OTHER SOLUTION THAN 
TO RETURN TO PANAMA JURISDICTION OVER ITS OWN TERRITORY." 

6. MOVEMENT TO SOCIALISM (MAS) SECRETARY GENERAL POMPEYO MARQUEZ 
FOUND KISSINGER'S SPEECH TO BE A REPETITION OF THE "NEW DIALOGUE," 

THIS TIME COUCHED "IN NEW TERMINOLOGY TO CONCEAL THE SAME NEO- 
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COLONIALIST REALITIES.” IN A SIMILAR COMMENT MAS DEPUTY TEODORO 
PETKOFF SAID KISSINGER FAILS TO UNDERSTAND THAT "THE BIPOLAR 
STRUCTURE OF THE WORLD IS BROKEN AND THAT WE LIVE IN AN ERA IN 
WHICH SMALL. NEEDY COUNTRIES CAN ACT TOGETHER TO DEFEND THEIR 
INTERESTS AGAINST IMPERIALIST EXPLOITATION." PETKOFF SAW THE 
SPEECH "AS A VEILED THREAT AGAINST COUNTRIES THAT ASSOCIATE TO 
DEFNED PRICES FOR THEIR RAW MATERIALS." OTHER LEFTISTS WERE OF 
LIKE MIND. VENEZUELAN COMMUNIST PARTY (PCV) LEADER RAD AMES 
LARRAZABAL SAID THE SPEECH WAS CONCILIATORY ON THE SURFACE BUT 
IN FACT WAS "AN ATTACK ON OPEC AND THE UNITED POLICY OF THE 
UNDERDEVELOPED COUNTRIES TO DEFEND THEIR RIGHTS." MOVEMENT OF 
THE REVOLUTIONARY LEFT (.84) LEADER AMERICO MARTIN ACCUSED 
KISSINGER OF TRYING TO "DISARM" THE OPEC SUMMIT IN ALGIERS AND 
CALLED ON THE HEADS OF STATE TO "LOWER PRODUCTION, BREAK WITH 
THE DOLLAR, AND STRENGTHEN THE UNITY OF THE OIL EXPORTERS AND 
THE UNDERDEVELOPED COUNTRIES IN THE DEFENSE OF PRICES FOR ALL 
RAW MATERIALS." 

MCCLINTOCK 
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